Medical Pluralism: Week Seven
Medical Pluralism is a term that refers to the use of multiple medical systems, like the biomedical, and traditional system. Understanding this term and taking a look at different medical systems is very important, as it gives different perspectives on how to approach a diagnosis and treatment plan, specially in the Coronavirus era.  The goal of this week’s reading is put different medical practices and cultures into perspective and take holistic view of medical system as it covers from traditional to modern medicine. One reading studied the Ayurveda system of medication on how it is used to diagnose and treat patient while another reading dived into the skepticism around vaccines and finally, the clashes between doctors and patient of different cultures. All of three readings put emphasis on how culture, traditional treatment, or biomedical treatment are all important component in treating the individual.
[bookmark: _Hlk34230160]	The main idea of the “Ayurvedic Interiors” reading is to study the impact that the allopathic medicine has on the traditional medicine of Ayurveda. Jean Langford the author of “Ayurvedic Inferior” who studied three different ayurvedic physicians, taking an account into their setting, the way they diagnosed and treated their patients. Jean finds out that each of the physicians had adopted some biomedical ways of treating their patients while other traditional methods were employed too “the anatomic-clinical method, the positivist representation of objectivized reality, and the dualism of inside and outside are not rejected” (360).  Another piece of reading this week studied vaccine cautious parents to better understand why these parents were skeptical when vaccinating the children. This study finds out the vaccine cautious parent were just anti-vaccine, but they were skeptical about when and what vaccination they should give to their children because they are less educated on the matter and don’t have confidence in their physicians. The final piece reading of this weak discussed the importance of the patient doctor trust, so that better treatment of the induvial is achieved. Lia lee is child of Hmong parent who don’t speak English who suffers from severe epilepsy. Lia’s parents find hard time trusting their doctor as their daughter got more ill due to the medication, while on the other hand the doctors get frustrated with parents.  
	Jean Langford the author of the Ayurvedic piece was skeptical and critical on the ayurvedic physicians and how they employed biomedical the technique in their treatment while arguing against it, and highlighting the contradiction of the three physicians. The way the author explained her can result people to see the Ayurvedic treatment as weak. On the other hand, the authors of the two other pieces seem to be supporting the argument of the cautious vaccine parents and highlighted the reason the parents are skeptical. Similarly, the author strongly supported Lia’s doctor point. The author intensively engaged how Lia’s parents were consistently neglecting the health of their daughter by not giving her the medications that was prescribe for Lia which was crucial for her health. Thus, the way the parents are portrayed in the reading framed the parents as cruel. 
The authors were successful in articulating their argument as they built an imagery and strong emotional connection with their readers. The Ayurvedic author gives a visual and an image when he described the setting of the ayurvedic physicians, giving every detail to picture that place. Anne Fadiman who is the author of Hmong child, used emotions to connect with audience, she vividly described the Lia’s condition as she gets the seizures by giving examples that all the readers can understand and can feel the pain. These examples were powerful and captivating, however, the author was harsh on Lia’s parents. She gave many examples that highlighted how Lia’s parents were neglecting their child, but weren’t persuasive enough to make the parent look cruel. 
[bookmark: _Hlk34231760]These reading relate to one of class discussions on body modification, the concept of body modification sounds cool, as long as one doesn’t see what goes behind the scene. The same situation happened in these readings, where two of the authors don’t what happen in these cultures beyond their knowledge of these cultures. The topic of familiarity is crucial because when some something is familiar; it is often viewed as the normal. Jane was skeptical around the Ayurvedic physicians and medicine because of her unfamiliarity around that culture. Similarly, the author showed strong criticism around Lia’s because her unfamiliarity with Hmong culture. She talked about how the doctors made the effort to understand the parent’s position, but one can understand the other until they go through that same situation The larger goal of these texts was that one should be receptive for all types of situation if even if they are not familiar, or have preconceived ideas of type of situation, in order to reduce biases.
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